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Roy, James Brett Smith, Mark Stewart, Dee
Wilde and Mike Armanini, of the Disaster Med-
ical Assistance Team, in their mission to re-
cover those lost in the World Trade Center.
Smith, who has been in New York for a total
of two months, noted that ‘‘every member dis-
tinguished themselves on this difficult deploy-
ment and served the country and the National
Disaster Medical System with honor . . . I am
proud to report that the state was represented
in a splendid manner.’’

At a time when tragedy was at its greatest,
Region VI responded swiftly with deep com-
passion for those they had never met. Their
effort represents not only the spirit of Lou-
isiana, but the spirit of our nation as well.
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Mr. BERRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay trib-

ute to a great American citizen, and I am
proud to recognize Larry W. White in the Con-
gress for his invaluable contributions and serv-
ice to Arkansas and our nation.

Larry has spent over 30 years with the Ar-
kansas Soil and Water Conservation Commis-
sion (ASWCC), and currently serves as Assist-
ant to the Director for Conservation. His ca-
reer began in 1963 with the Arkansas Geology
Department, and he moved over the ASWCC
in 1970 as a Land Resource Specialist.

I served on the Arkansas Soil and Water
Conservation Commission from 1986 until
1993, including a term as chairman, so I can
personally testify to Larry’s professionalism, in-
tegrity, and outstanding skills and talents. But
you don’t have to take my word for it, because
last year he was named Outstanding Con-
servationist by the Arkansas Association of
Conservation Districts for ‘‘his lifelong con-
tributions and accomplishments to state and
national soil and water conservation.’’

Part of Larry’s distinguished record includes
participating in the development and biennial
update of the Arkansas Conservation Strategic
Plan, which led to a 300% increase in funding
for conservation districts in 1997; providing
leadership in instituting a plan for annual dis-
trict program evaluations and competitive allo-
cation of funds to districts; providing leader-
ship in the successful implementation of an
Emergency Watershed Protection Project that
aided poultry farmers after catastrophic losses
in 2000; serving as State Floodplain Manage-
ment Coordinator for 16 years; serving on the
Board of Directors of the Association of State
Floodplain Managers for two years; and help-
ing to create the Eastern Arkansas Water
Conservation Project. He also represents
ASWCC on the Arkansas Conservation Part-
nership and the National Watershed Coalition.

In addition to these conservation respon-
sibilities, Larry also found time to serve on the
Arkansas Mental Health Board, as well as the
Professional Counseling Associates Board of
Directors, including two years as its president.
He lives in Lonoke with his lovely wife An-
nette, and with her he has three daughters,
one step-daughter, two step-sons, three
granddaughters, two grandsons, three step-
grandsons, and one step-granddaughter.

Arkansas is a better place because of Larry
White and I am proud to call my friend.

On behalf of the Congress, I extend con-
gratulations and best wishes to this faithful
public servant, Larry White, on his successes
and achievements.
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Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to a great pioneer of medi-
cine, the late Dr. William R. Fair, an accom-
plished cancer surgeon, who lost his brave
battle with colon cancer on January 3, 2002.
Dr. Fair was a tireless advocate for the sci-
entific study of complementary medicine.

From 1984 until 1997, Dr. Fair held the po-
sition of chairman of urology at Memorial
Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center. Dr. Fair was a
fruitful researcher who developed surgical
techniques and treatments for prostate cancer.
In collaboration with his colleagues, speci-
mens of his tumor were used to develop an
experimental vaccine for his cancer. Unfortu-
nately, Dr. Fair never had the opportunity to
use it.

In 1995, Dr. Fair was diagnosed with colon
cancer. In 1997, the cancer returned and ac-
cording to his own words, ‘‘there was little
chance of a cure.’’ That’s when he embarked
on medical approaches outside the confines of
conventional cancer treatments. He began a
regime of exercise, meditation, herbal treat-
ments and a change in diet. He noted that he
felt better and the tumors did shrink, if only for
a while. Dr. Fair embraced complementary
medicine, which is standard therapy matched
with unconventional treatment. This practice,
as Dr. Fair used to point out, is different than
alternative medicine. As a medical scientist,
he tested his approaches and was adamant
about holding unconventional therapies to the
same high standard as conventional therapies.
In 2001, Dr. Fair and his son helped found the
complimentary medicine center called Health,
which is located in New York City. Dr. Fair
firmly believed that unconventional therapies
extended his life and to quote him ‘‘even if
they can’t cure, they can certainly help heal.’’
In fact, his own surgeon was astonished as to
how long Dr. Fair survived after his 1997 re-
currence of cancer.

Dr. Fair was a Member of the White House
Commission on Complementary and Alter-
native Medicine Policy. He received his doctor
of medicine degree from Jefferson Medical
College in Philadelphia and did his residency
in urology at Stanford University. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Mary Ann, his son, his
brother, Charles, of Norristown, PA, and his
sister, Margaret Murtha, of Turnersville, NJ.

I strongly urge my Colleagues to take a
closer look at the promise of Complementary
Medicine in the treatment of disease, and the
work that Dr. Fair brought to this area of dis-
covery. Dr. Fair will be sorely missed.
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Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

recognize the outstanding contributions that
my cousin, Myers Browning Parsons Sr., has
made to the Rutherford County community.

Mr. Parsons grew up in Rutherford County,
as did I, and has spent most of his life giving
back to the community that has given so much
to him and his family. Fortunately, I lived near
Mr. Parsons, grew up with his children and
considered him a second father. A graduate of
Christiana High School, Mr. Parsons excelled
in basketball and football while attending the
University of Tennessee at Martin, where he
received the university’s Athletic Award.

The World War II veteran has been a teach-
er, farmer and business owner, prospering in
all three vocations. He also has been actively
involved in many of the community’s civic
boards and organizations. Mr. Parsons has
served on the Rutherford County Board of
Education, the Rutherford County Chamber of
Commerce Board of Directors and the Christy-
Houston Foundation Board of Directors. He
has coached Little League baseball, as well,
and is a member of the Kiwanis Club.

For the past 26 years, Mr. Parsons has
served as a Rutherford County road commis-
sioner. And he is the chairman of the Ruther-
ford County Equalization Tax Board, rep-
resenting my hometown of Murfreesboro. This
past year he served as the chairman of the
Building Committee of the Oaklands Historic
House Museum. He is also a member of the
University of Tennessee’s Institute of Agri-
culture Development Board.

Constantly striving to help his fellow man,
Mr. Parsons has never shirked civic responsi-
bility, even while recovering from lung cancer
and a serious heart attack, He now pays close
attention to his health and emphasizes the im-
portance of receiving good health care and
participating in a quality physical fitness pro-
gram. As a tribute to his amazing fortitude, the
Rutherford County Chapter of the American
Heart Association will honor Mr. Parsons on
Saturday, February 9, during this year’s Heart
Ball. I congratulate Mr. Parsons for his unself-
ish and untiring service to his community and
the motivation he has stirred in others.
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Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride that I rise today to recognize one of New
York’s outstanding young students: Danielle
Russo. In February, the young women of her
troop will honor her by bestowing upon her the
Girl Scouts Gold Medal.

Since the beginning of this century, the Girl
Scouts of America have provided thousands of
youngsters each year the opportunity to make
friends, explore new ideas, and develop lead-
ership skills while learning self-reliance and
teamwork.
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